
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

lnto 
the deep 

Patris corde 
(With a Father’s Heart) 

 

In his apostolic letter issued 8 December 2020, 

Pope Francis recalled the 150th anniversary of 

the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the 

Universal Church as he proclaimed a “Year of 

Saint Joseph.”  Francis was penning his 

document against the backdrop of the COVID-

19 pandemic which he stated has “helps us to 

see more clearly the importance of ‘ordinary’ 

people who, though far from the limelight, 

exercise patience and offer hope every day.” 

With this letter Our Holy Father described 

aspects of Joseph’s character such as he was “a 

beloved, tender, obedient father;” “welcomed 

the will of God;” “a creatively courageous father 

who was an example of love;” “a father who 

teaches the value, dignity and joy of work;” and 

a “father ‘in the shadows’ centered on Mary and 

Jesus.”   
 

Pope Francis quoted St. Pope Paul VI in stating 

that Saint Joseph “concretely expressed his 

fatherhood” by making an offering of himself in 

love, “a love placed at the service of the Messiah 

who was growing to maturity in his home.”  And 

because his role bridged the Old and New 

Testaments, St Joseph would always be 

venerated as a father by the Christian people.  

Joseph is also a father in obedience to God 

because of his willingness to do the will of the 

Father as given to him in a dream.   
 

Patris corde highlights “the creative courage” of 

St. Joseph, which “emerges especially in the way 
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we deal with difficulties.” “The carpenter of 

Nazareth,” explains Francis, was “able to 

turn a problem into a possibility by trusting 

in divine providence.”  He had to deal with 

the very real problems his Family faced; 

problems faced by families around the 

world even today, and especially those of 

migrants. 
 

In addition, Saint Joseph teaches us “the 

value, the dignity and the joy of what it 

means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s 

own labour.” This aspect of Joseph’s 

character provides Francis the opportunity 

to discuss the value and importance of 

dignified work which has become a social 

concern of the modern world, even in 

economically-successful countries.  He 

writes, “Work is a means of participating in 

the work of salvation, an opportunity to 

hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to 

develop our talents and abilities, and to put 

them at the service of society and fraternal 

communion…Those who work are 

cooperating with God himself, and in some 

way become creators of the world around 

us.”  
 

Referencing the book, The Shadow of the 

Father, Pope Francis further describes 

Joseph’s fatherhood of Jesus as “the earthly 

shadow of the heavenly Father.”  Children, 

the Pope says, need fathers who will not try 

to dominate them, but instead raise them to 

be “capable of deciding for themselves, 

 

Aperuit Illis 
The Sunday of the Word of God 

24 January 2021 
“He opened their minds to understand  

the Scriptures” (Lk 24:45) 
 

In an edict entitled Aperuit Illis, issued 30 

September 2019, Pope Francis directed 

that the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time be 

observed as the Sunday of the Word of 

God.  Occurring in this year on January 

24th, Francis desires that the annual date 

be “devoted to the celebration, study, and 

dissemination of the Word of God.”   He 

further explained in his letter that the 

relationship between the Risen Christ, the 

community of believers and sacred 

Scripture is “essential to our identity as 

Christians. Without the Lord who opens 

our minds to them, it is impossible to 

understand the Scriptures in depth. Yet 

the contrary is equally true: without the 

Scriptures, the events of the mission of 

Jesus and of his Church in this world would 

remain incomprehensible.”  If you have 

yet to participate, consider joining us in 

this new year for one of our adult faith 

classes. From lectures, to DVD studies to 

small group Bible studies, there is 

something for everyone.  To learn more or 

to register, visit our parish website at:  

www.olmc-osprey.org/winter-spring-

2021-schedule-events.   This new year, in 

addition to attending Mass, consider 

joining a class to further nourish your faith 

and spiritual life in the Word of God. 

Saint Joseph and The Christ Child 

by Murillo, 1670 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12212


 

 

 

 

 

enjoying freedom and exploring new 

possibilities.”  He states this is what is meant 

when Saint Joseph is described as a “most 

chaste” father, which is the opposite of 

domineering possessiveness. “Joseph knew 

how to love with extraordinary freedom... 

Joseph stands out, therefore, as “an 

exemplary figure for our time, in a world that 

needs fathers… a society that “rejects those 

who confuse authority with authoritarianism, 

service with servility, discussion with 

oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, 

power with destruction.”   
 

Pope Francis concludes his apostolic letter 

with a prayer to Saint Joseph (upper right) 

that he encourages all to make as their (our) 

daily prayer.   (From www.vaticannews.va) 

 

“May we never yield to the temptation to disregard others, especially those in greatest need, and to look the other way; instead, may we 
strive daily, in concrete and practical ways, to form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and care for one another.”   
                                 ~  MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE  CELEBRATION OF THE 54th WORLD DAY OF PEACE 
 
1 JANUARY 2021 

 

2021 Winter-Spring Adult Faith Classes  
Registration is open! 

  

Register in person January 16-17, before 
and after all Masses, or online now at:  
www.olmc-osprey.org/winter-spring- 
2021-schedule-events.  Brochures with 
class descriptions are in the narthex and on 
the parish website.  Come join us! 
  

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS 
Prime Time Sunday Cinema  
3:00pm on Jan 17, Feb 14 and Apr 18  
MONDAYS 
Catholicism:  Pivotal Players, Vol. 2 
10:30am – Noon, weekly starting Jan 25 
Museum Masterpieces:  The Louvre 
10:30am-Noon, weekly starting Mar 15 
TUESDAYS 
NEW:  Small Groups.  Choose one, two or 
all three. All meet from 10:30-11:30am 
1. Pilgrim People 
        January 12, 19, 26 and Feb 2 
2. Dashed Hopes  
        February 9, 16 and 23 
3. Forgiveness:   
        March 2, 9 and 16 
WEDNESDAYS 
OLMC Book Club 
Noon-1:30pm, 2nd Wednesday /month,  
Resumes January 13  
Photography as a Spiritual Practice 
9:30-10:30am, 3rd Wednesday each 
starting January 20  
NEW:  Paint, Pray & Play 
1:30-3:00pm, Jan 20, 27 & Feb 3.  Bring 
your own materials (contact parish for 
details).  Refreshments provided.          
THURSDAYS 
The Book of Job 
10:30am – Noon, Feb 18, 25 and Mar 4th 
Introduction to the Old Testament 
10:30am – Noon, May 13, 20 and 27th 
I Have a Question…? 
10:30am – Noon, June 3, 10 and 17 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
A Morning with The Gospel of Life  
8:00-11:00am, January 21st with DOV 
guest speaker Jeanne Berdeaux, Director 
Men’s Lenten Retreat, OLPH Retreat Ctr 
9:00am – 3:00pm, Wednesday, Feb. 24th  
Leader:  Rev. Mark Yavarone, OMV  
Women’s Lenten Retreat, OLPH Rtrt Ctr 
9:00am – 3:00pm, Thursday, March 4th  
with Guest speaker (TBA) 
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Prayer to Saint Joseph 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy,  

and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
 

(from Patris corde, Francis, 8 December 2020) 

 

Church grants plenary indulgence for  
Year of Saint Joseph 

 

The Apostolic Penitentiary issued a Decree granting plenary indulgences for the year of 
Saint Joseph proclaimed by Pope Francis on 8 December 2020. This special year will last 
until 8 December 2021. 
 

Following Pope Francis’ announcement proclaiming a year dedicated to Saint Joseph, the 

Apostolic Penitentiary issued a decree granting special indulgences for the duration of this 

special year to “celebrate the anniversary and to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole 

Church to the powerful patronage of the Custodian of Jesus.”  The plenary indulgence is 

granted to the faithful under the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic 

Communion, and prayer for the Pope’s intentions) to Christians who, with a spirit detached 

from any sin, participate in the Year of Saint Joseph on these occasions and manners 

indicated by the Apostolic Penitentiary: 

• Meditate for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer, or take part in a Spiritual Retreat 
of at least one day that includes a meditation on St. Joseph  

• Perform a spiritual or corporal work of mercy  

• Recite the Holy Rosary in families and among engaged couples  

• Entrusting daily activity to the protection of Saint Joseph and invoking the intercession 
of St. Joseph so that those seeking work can find dignifying work 

• Recite the Litany to St. Joseph or any other prayer to him proper to the other liturgical 
traditions, for the persecuted Church and for the relief of all Christians suffering all 
forms of persecution.  

 

In addition, plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful who recite any approved prayer or 

act of piety in honor of St. Joseph, for example “To you, O blessed Joseph,” especially on: 

March 19th; May 1st;  the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph; on the 19th of 

each month and every Wednesday which is a day dedicated to the memory of Saint  Joseph 

according to the Latin tradition.”  (From https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-

12/apostolic-penitentiary-plenary-indulgence-year-st-joseph.html) 

Prepared by OLMC Office of Faith Formation and Enrichment              www.olmc-osprey.org/adults 


